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E.1 – Open City Hall Comments 



Walmart Proposed Zoning and Masterplan 
Amendment

Please comment on Walmart’s proposal to rezone the property located 
at 2705 E. Parley’s Way from CB Community Business to CS 
Community Shopping.

Public Comments as of February 1, 2011, 12:27 PM



Walmart Proposed Zoning and Masterplan 
Amendment

Please comment on Walmart’s proposal to rezone the property located 
at 2705 E. Parley’s Way from CB Community Business to CS 
Community Shopping.

Introduction

The Salt Lake City Planning Division is reviewing petitions submitted 
by Walmart to rezone the property located at 2705 E. Parleys Way from 
the existing CB Community Business district to CS Community 
Shopping and to amend the East Bench Community Master Plan to 
reflect the proposed zoning.
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Walmart Proposed Zoning and Masterplan 
Amendment

Please comment on Walmart’s proposal to rezone the property located at 2705 E. Parley’s 
Way from CB Community Business to CS Community Shopping.

As of February 1, 2011, 12:27 PM, this forum had:

Attendees: 546
Participants: 97
Hours of Public Comment: 4.9

As with any public comment process, participation in Open City Hall is voluntary.  The 
statements in this record are not necessarily a representative sample of the whole population, nor 
do they reflect the opinions of any government agency or elected officials.
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Eric Lipps in Salt Lake City January 27, 2011, 7:06 AM
I am a cdl truck driver. I am in favor of Walmart's proposal to rezone the Parley's Way 
property. I've lived in Utah since 2003. This rezoning request is a good thing for everyone... 
I've done alot of demolition projects and they recycle everything... very little will see the 
landfills. The construction project means local money will be spent here. which means tax 
revenue which means road repair, schools etc. I'm not the smartest guy but I am in a position to 
know opportunity for everyone. I'm just glad walmart isn't being cheap and WILLING to spend 
the money HERE to make UTAH a better experience. 

Melanie Wolcott-Klein in Salt Lake City January 26, 2011, 4:59 PM
I grew up in the neighborhood just North of the current eyesore that was once KMart. I now live 
close-by in Highland Park. I value my community and the neighborhood where I live. This is 
why I have chosen to stay close to my roots. I have always thought that a Walmart would be the 
perfect addition to the area. When I heard that the property was bought by Wal-Mart I was so 
excited! Finally, a Walmart close-by. 

I had not shopped at KMart for the last several years it was in business, frankly, because the 
building and asthetics were very run down. I was afraid to have to take one of my kids to the 
bathroom there for one of their "potty emergencies" (since we were potty training at that time). I 
can't imagine that Walmart would be able to upgrade the existing structure to a reasonable 
useable state. It would make much more sense for them to rebuild, adding much needed 
aesthetics to the area and the obvious much lower environmental impact.

I have heard that one of the arguments for not having a Walmart in the area is the "caliber of 
people" who would shop there. I would imagine that many of the detractors are the powerful, 
wealthy folks who live in the Country Club area and the expensive area above Foothill. In my 
experience with Walmart stores the newer ones are much better taken care of and it feels like the 
customers take better care as well. The older, more run down stores are less inviting and I find, 
actually harder to shop at. 

I guess you could say that I'm an "East side snob" in the sense that I think my community is the 
greatest and I would not want to live "on the West side." I do not want to have undesirable 
people in my neighborhood either but I think that a well run, new, efficient Walmart would be 
much better that the existing concrete jungle that sits there now. It would attract residents from 
those neighborhoods, as well as University and business people who are entering the freeway at 
that entrance.

As far as the shopping versus business rezoning, it just makes sense to have it listed as shopping. 
That is what it will be regardless. Right near there are restaurants, a gas station, a coffee shop 
and some businesses. What a great mixed use opportunity!

Please stop "playing the game" of politics and do the right thing. A beautiful new Walmart 
should be allowed to build in that spot. I am very happy to contribute additional statements and 
support for this matter. Feel free to contact me any time.

Esther Hunter in Salt Lake City
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January 26, 2011, 3:05 PM
fyi....

National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
Helping people protect, enhance and enjoy the places that matter to them.

"Just this morning Wal-Mart announced their decision to withdraw plans for a Supercenter to be 
built within the boundaries of Wilderness Battlefield.

Thank you for taking action in support of saving Wilderness Battlefield from development of a 
Wal-Mart Supercenter. The National Trust has fought hard, with our partners in the Wilderness 
Battlefield Coalition and with our dedicated supporters like you, to convince Wal-Mart to 
relocate their store to another, more appropriate location in Orange County. We commend Wal-
Mart’s decision to work with the local community to find an alternative site for 
development."

Carol Kramer in Salt Lake City January 26, 2011, 2:48 PM
I am in favor of Walmart's proposal to rezone the Parley's Way property in order to build a new 
store.  This will be a good use of the property and offer close-by shopping to the neighborhood.
However, I am very concerned about the traffic patterns in the immediate area.  Right now, if 
you come off the 215 off-ramp onto Foothill Blvd it can be very congested with people trying to 
turn left into the businesses along there.  It is very likely the traffic and left-turning line-ups will 
be much worse with a Walmart than it was when Kmart was in there.  Since there is no traffic 
light there to facilitate left-turns I think this will be a big problem.  When it was Kmart, the 
access from Foothill Blvd was down a small hill via a narrow driveway to the east side of the 
building. Will this be the same access to the Walmart?  Also, if people try to exit Walmart from 
that same driveway and want to turn left onto Foothill Blvd without a light, it would be nearly 
impossible given the heavy traffic on Foothill.  If the Foothill access can be figured out and 
controlled I am in favor of Walmart.

William Bleak (rhymes with Steak) in Salt Lake City January 26, 2011, 2:29 PM
There really should be no argument on this issue.  There WILL be a WalMart on the Parley’s 
Way property regardless.
The only question is should our community leaders support a multi-million dollar, jobs creating 
project to tear down the old structure as well as another multi-million dollar project to build a 
smaller, more energy efficient and more seismically safe building.
Why isn’t the answer an overwhelming “YES”?
Look at every other store.  Look at the labels on your own clothing.  Is there a greater share of 
that merchandise manufactured any differently than what you find at WalMart?
That ship has sailed.  These anti-WalMart efforts are like people trying to revive the buggy whip 
industry after the automobile has been invented.
This issue is not about WalMart.  It is about the competitiveness of American labor (which is the 
best in the world) AND the quality of the students produced by our schools.  That is where the 
efforts of well intended people should go.  Too many American young people believe school is 
about sports, glee, and socializing.  Too many dreams are about American Idol, the NFL or the 
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NBA.  Too much time is spent on electronic games, Facebook or Twitter.  Look at the 
percentages of students (even in Utah) who need a year of remedial classes prior to regular 
university classes.
We must face the future and not waste time trying to hold onto a past that is long gone.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City January 26, 2011, 10:10 AM
To All Concerned,
Please grant Wal Mart the rezoning they are asking for.  Since Wal Mart already owns the 
property and will be opening a store at this location, I would like it to be a new energy efficient 
building with proper land scaping.  Not granting the rezoning is asking for the eyesore that is 
standing there now to continue being an eyesore.
Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City January 25, 2011, 2:57 PM
I know that Walmart is doing the right thing by wanting to replace the old Kmart building. I 
have driven past that location for many years and I think that it looks terrible and should be 
replaced. A Walmart up there is a prime central location for college students and young adults 
living in that area. From a business standpoint I can see the potential for that location being a 
new building and having a Walmart there to better service that community. With the shorter 
light posts and more efficient use of the space is what needs to be done.
As a consumer--I have had my doubts about Walmart in the past (becoming a monopoly--
running local stores out of business) but I have studied more into it and quite frankly, Walmart 
has a business plan that is phenomenal. They have seen that the economy has gone down and 
they have adapted to that factor. People can hate Walmart all they want, but by the end of the 
day (if they are in the same financial situation I am in) they will still shop there because of lower 
prices. Regardless of if they get a rezoning permit, they will be there. Why not embrace having a 
new building that looks better than a run down, white, cinder-block building? 
Simply, that building needs to go and having a Walmart there will service many neighborhoods 
that need to cut costs on everyday needs.

Kenneth Hauritz in Salt Lake City January 25, 2011, 11:07 AM
Hey, I am not a big Walmart fan, however Kmart let that property got to crap!  Walmart should 
be able to have the store there & as big as the existing Kmart that also had an auto center.  I 
think the Home Depot on Highland Dr. is a good example.  I don't see traffic or other issues 
with that store.  Do we need another "big box store" I don't know, but one already existed!

Let Walmart have the store, make it blend with the area, or put a park there!

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City January 25, 2011, 10:49 AM
i think a new building would be the best choice. why remodel and old out dated building. i dont 
know what condition the building is in  exactly but the age of it would make me think a new one 
would be much safer. if there id going to be a walmart there why not make it look nice and fit 
into the neighborhood rather than be an eye sore in that old worn out building. 

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City January 25, 2011, 9:40 AM
I feel a new smaller Walmart would be a wise decision rather than reusing the existing building.
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A smaller more energy efficient Walmart would not only help the enviroment, but it would help 
the community. In an area where there are a significant number of retired persons that may not 
be able to get around as well, a smaller Walmart would be easier to shop. I have experienced 
this first hand as I work at a smaller Walmart and see people every day that are able to maintain 
their independence when shopping in the smaller store. Walmart is always very willing to offer 
assistance when needed, but to the elderly and disabled community being independent in all 
ways possible is most beneficial to all.

Semi-anonymous in Murray January 25, 2011, 8:09 AM
Please note that I do not live in that area, but I can't understand why a new, reasonably-sized 
Walmart would not be better than trying to re-use an old building.  As I understand it, there 
WILL be a Walmart there one way or another, so why not a new store?  I am not a big Walmart 
fan.  I used to live near the one on Ninth East which is right across the street from a K-Mart, and 
if I needed something quick and no groceries, I usually went to the K-Mart!  It's mostly a 
crowds thing.  Now I live near the Murray Shopko and tend to run there for something quick.  If 
I did live in that neighborhood, since there is no longer a K-Mart, I would certainly go to the 
Walmart up there. Like it or not, everyone likes at least one nearby store of this type.  Like most 
people, I go to Walmart for certain ad items and other things at least once every month or two. 
The detractors can't stop Walmart; why not have a new one? 

David Thackeray in Salt Lake City January 25, 2011, 8:06 AM
I am puzzled by this debate.  The site is already zoned commercial.  Walmart isn't doing 
anything illegal, immoral, or unethical.  Every time I drive by the proposed site I think of a 
shopping experience of walking up a slippery parking lot, my car getting dinged by runaway 
shopping carts, and walking around a building with wet floors because the roof leaks.  Why 
would anyone be opposed to having a well run business put in a new store that brings discount 
shopping, jobs, and high sales tax revenue to the community?

Patrick Taylor in Salt Lake City January 24, 2011, 8:29 PM
My wife and I are very much in favor of allowing walmart to put a smaller, more energy 
efficient store at the E Parley's Way location. It is near our home (Sunnyside and Foothill) and 
will be a much more convenient place to shop than is presently available in our part of Salt lake. 
We see no downside to this decision for the public. We appreciate the opportunity to comment 
on this important issue. Patrick and Joan Taylor

David Shields in Salt Lake City January 24, 2011, 6:00 PM
A city that refuses major updates to old buildings and parking sites is asking for the 
development of an ever increasingly obnoxious eye sore.  Tear down the old, up with the new 
and make the business community more competitive.  Our federal government says inflation is 
only 1 to 2 percent and that is purely a lie.  We all see the inflation in our ever flatter wallets.
Bring on the competition and the lower prices for the things we need.  Every other major 
department and grocery store could have done what Walmart has done, but they refused to do 
so.  So let those that want to pay higher prices pay them.  Let the rest of us get what we need at 
the best price we can.

william chavez in Salt Lake City January 24, 2011, 5:47 PM
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in any community where Wal-mart has established or is attempting to establish a store 
location,the the benefits and the revenue brought to the community are considerable to say the 
least!when I go for an avg shopping tripat walmart, Ispend maybe $60.00. if  i shop elsewhere, I 
typically pay close to or MORE than $100.00!  with the economy being in it's current state, we 
CANNOT afford to be emotional about the creation of this  Wal-Mart location. The jobs created 
in the construction and day-today operating aspects of this store will bring relief that SEVERAL 
people NEED here in Salt Lake City! In addition to the reasons already stated, the former 
businesses in the area were of a similar nature.RETAIL stores!  Imay not know the finer points 
of re-zoninga property, but it seems to me that changing from one retailer to anotherMORE 
NOTABLE and successful retailer is  not even an issue worth debating.  Nationwide people are 
struggling and looking for jobs and savings wal-mart is known for its willingness to train and 
hiremen and women fromevery conceivable demographic group. for people like me who are 
disabled and have a difficult time finding willing employers to take a chance on us,wal-mart is 
A GODSEND! Approve the project make the change and take the opportunity to bless the lives 
of the people of salt lake with the things they need most:JOBS  and REVENUE for a city that is 
struggling to keep businesses afloat in some areas.It's not a difficult choice !  FIGURE IT 
OUT!

                        Sincerely,
                      William D. Chavez *01-485-2633

Randy Wood in Salt Lake City January 24, 2011, 5:30 PM
As a life-long resident of the Parley's area of the Foothill/Sugarhouse area of Salt Lake City, 
Utah, I am very strong support of Wal-Mart's rezoning initiative.  Regardless of personal 
shopping prefences, I am total agreement with their sound strategy to beautify this worn-down, 
drab looking, eye-sore of a building.  As a younger person myself, I know that the majority of 
time spent in the old K-Mart facility has become a giant skating facility for local kids, an area 
for all-night loitering, a parking lot for skiers, and a meeting place for carpools.  The building is 
very out-dated and regardless of the zoning, I feel that my neighborhood is very uninformed.
Many people perhaps feel that the council's rejection of said zoning initiative will stop Wal-
Mart from entering our neighborhood.  THE FACT IS.... WAL-MART ALREADY OWNS 
THIS PROPERTY!!  As owners of the property, they have a right to use the property for its 
highest and best use.... RETAIL.

Many neighbors and friends (who claim they will never shop there, which I know will 
ultimately prove to be false) also cite fears about increased traffic and congestion.  If you have 
ever been behind this old K-Mart building you can see that barely ANY vehicle can fit behind it, 
let alone the semi-trucks necessary to load this building with goods/produce.  If Wal-Mart were 
to refurbish this old building and keep things similar, I feel that the traffic of constant in-and-out 
from semis that have to make that large S-curve entrance on top of the embankment to a 
building that can't fit their truck behind it WILL BE A NIGHTMARE IF THEY ARE NO 
ALLOWED TO REZONE!!!

I beg of you all to get familiar with the situation, educate yourself, and let one of the only 
owners who has the cash in our down economy make the smart decision to beautify and re-zone 
this property.  I am in full support of the zoning initiative, regardless of my personal shopping 
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preferences or thoughts on Wal-Mart as a corporate entity.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City January 24, 2011, 5:19 PM
In a weird way, I miss KMart.... and I am ready for Walmart to bring its store to Parley's Way!
Though I almost never shopped at other KMart stores, I liked having the garden center so close 
to home. I liked being able to walk to KMart for miscellaneous things that just come up 
(fingernail polish, school supplies,ink cartridge, baseballs, baby gift).  I think I will really like 
having Walmart there.  And since they are coming, I am in favor of having all that Walmart has 
to offer.  I'd like to be able to take advantage of their competitive prices on food, household 
items, yard care, etc.  I am not in the least bit concerned that our neighborhood will be 
overwhelmed with Walmart patrons, or that the rezone will allow Walmart to erect a 10 story 
building....in fact some of those arguements seem paranoid to me.  I trust our city to oversee the 
rezone project. My personal preference would be for a Target store, but they don't own it!  So 
bring on the Walmart.  Fix up the unsightly KMart and get involved in our community. There is 
a great deal of pressure in my country club neighborhood to be ANTI-WALMART/ANTI-
REZONE.  I just don't subscribe to that idea and I encourage the rezone committee to seek out 
and listen to all the neighbors, not just the loud ones.

Jane Riggs in Salt Lake City January 21, 2011, 3:45 PM
Just so "No" to almighy Walmart.  They are not a force for the greater good of our people, our 
communities, our land use, our environment.  The last thing we need here is more parking for an 
even bigger store that everyone has to drive to.  The existing jobs could come from another or 
other businesses that are more local or diverse.  Walmart has certainly done enough destruction 
already.  Enough.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City January 21, 2011, 2:57 PM
I am grossly against a Walmart coming to this neighborhood.  I believe that stores like Walmart 
inherently take away from smaller local businesses and I don't want a giant chain with bad 
business practices to come near my home.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City January 17, 2011, 1:13 AM
I'm in favor of Walmart being able to put their BEST foot forward with the store they are 
"going" to build. Those of us that live in the neighborhood know this is a prime location and we 
should make sure that the construction of a new store takes full advantage of this site. Why are 
we so afraid? Look what Home Depot has done for the area on Highland Drive. I'm not sure that 
the compaign being promoted by the local neighbor, who works for Smiths, is a means to keep 
the competition out, and if you have shopped at Smiths lately, they could use a little 
competition. Let's make sure this is an informed decision and one that the majority wants, not 
just the minority that blows a louder horn.

Duke Wimbledon in Salt Lake City January 14, 2011, 12:48 PM
Let them tear down the K-mart and fix it up, but please, for the love of god, NOBODY SHOP 
THERE.
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Money made in Wal-Marts is going to support foreign economies, and very little of the money 
stays here in the United States. You don't like to pay more for going to Smiths or Harmons, but 
sometimes it costs a little extra to buy things made closer to home. The money made at Wal-
Marts lines the Walton families pockets, greases our city leaders pockets, and then the money is 
sent out of the country to underpaid people. 

BUY LOCAL. The reason our country is going down the tubes is because we are sending our 
money elsewhere. Don't disregard me as a raving lunatic, either. Think about it for yourself, 
why is our economy doing so poorly? 

Jenni Floyd in Salt Lake City January 14, 2011, 10:24 AM
I am in favor of the rezone so that Walmart can build a smaller new building that is better than a 
remodel of the old k-mart building.  I have read the flyer that they are giving out in their 13th 
south store. As long as they stick to the things that they have promised (or as long as the city 
makes them sign a contract with all the provisions) I support the proposed rezone. I think some 
people misunderstand the purpose of the rezone.  There is going to be a Walmart there no matter 
if the city rezones or not. The only difference is to rezone so that Walmart can build a new 
building (nicer and up to current codes, they also promise that it will be smaller than practically 
any other Walmart at only 92,000 square feet.) As opposed to the current zoning that will only 
allow them to remodel the old k-mart building that was built in 1968 and is bigger (120,000 
square feet) than their proposed new store. Also the current zoning rules only allow them to 
remodel with money equal to 50% of the current value of the store to be remodeled. That says to 
me that they are willing to spend more money than the city is allowing with the current zoning 
rule.  They have promised in their plan for the rezone that there will be better landscaping, bike 
paths, more sidewalks, better parking lot drainage, etc. If they don't get the rezone they can't do 
these things because of the 50% cap on money that they can spend.  As long as they stick to 
their proposed plan with a smaller building, better landscaping, etc. Then I think that everyone 
should be happy and have less complaints than if they only remodel.

Thank you

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City January 11, 2011, 12:21 PM
Walmart is one of the few corporations with enough money to do an excellent job of tearing 
down the old K Mart building and building a brand new EARTHQUAKE PROOF store.  It's 
very important that the 40 year old plus K Mart building be torn down, as it was falling apart 
when K Mart moved out.  Retrofitting for earthquakes is far more expensive than building a new 
building to the present earthquake code.  If residents are thinking clearly they will realize that 
this NEW BUILDING may be the only one standing after a 7.0 earthquake, and it may be 
shelter for those whose brick homes are in rubble!

Underground parking or covered parking is a necessity in this climate.  Let Walmart build a new 
building, but be sure to include a proviso that parking must be sheltered.

Joseph Doubek in Salt Lake City January 10, 2011, 3:23 PM
Walmart is not my favorite store. However, since the closing of Kmart, buying those little items 
that we need on occasion require that we drive to Smith's on 33rd South. This is inconvenient 
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and adds transportation costs to the cost of the things we buy as well as adding exhaust pollution 
to the atmosphere.  If the added traffic problem can be handled, I urge speeding up the approval 
process and getting the store (either new or a reworked old one) opened ASAP. 

Katherine Flood in Salt Lake City January 10, 2011, 9:43 AM
For Walmart, but erring on the side of caution. I'm as tree hugging and granola eating as they 
come. But I also read as much as I can from both sides of every argument. I say that if people 
really want a Walmart closer to Foothill, then the old KMart location is perfect. Walmart's 
presence may hurt several small retail shops but it may also bring more business to others. 
Looking at this in a positive light: The parking lot needs to be updated to current emergency 
codes which Walmart will comply with. The shopping complex as a whole might seem more 
appealing as Walmart updates the location. This may improve the surrounding community 
safety wise and aesthetically. More traffic at the Parley's exit may encourage the city to 
renovate the old ramps. Walmart will also provide more jobs to the area, even if they are 
minimum wage, they're jobs non-the-less. Another bonus is that in times of natural disaster, 
Walmart has time and time again come through for their surrounding communities. With the 
potential future earthquake along the Wasatch fault, it may be handy to have such a large supply 
center close by.

Amy Carmen in Salt Lake City January 8, 2011, 11:39 AM
For anyone who is against big box stores, we've had a K-Mart there since I was a little kid 
(about 40 years ago).  Walmart owns the property.  They will build a store.  Lets allow them to 
build their 92,000 foot store, which will be smaller than the current K-Mart. The new building 
will be more energy efficient. They will put in trees and shrubs, which have not been there 
before.  They've offered to have a park and ride area on their property. These are all great assets 
for our environment!  Some of us enjoy the lower prices Walmart has to offer to help our own 
wallets.  Please allow the rezoning for Walmart to build a nice store for us. Let's beautify our 
community, and improve and update our buildings, just as schools, businesses, and governments 
are doing.

Keri Brown in Salt Lake City December 16, 2010, 11:53 AM
I think that Walmart should be able to tear down the old Kmart and put up a better walmart.  I 
don't how many of you have been to the walmart off of 300 west and 1300 south but that is a 
terrifying walmart.  It would be nice to have one close and more suitable for bringing my 
children too.  Please let them do that so I can feel more comfortable going to a good Walmart.
Thank you for your time!

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City December 14, 2010, 10:36 AM
I shop at a lovely new Walmart in Tucson AZ everytime I visit my sister - It's fabulous!  The 
store is located in a very HIGH INCOME MULTI MILLION DOLLAR area and fits right in. It 
is environmentally "green", aesthetically pleasing and offers great products at "competitive" 
prices to  people of all income levels who like to save money.  The best part about getting rid of 
the old KMart building is getting rid of asbestos and putting in garbage containers that can be 
lowered below the parking lot level and hidden out of sight.  I hate having to drive all the way 
down to 300 West to grab a product that I know will cost three times as much at Dan's or 
Smiths.  But I do it!  How's that for saving on the "emissions" problem that the City Council is 
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so concerned with?

Karen Matthews in Salt Lake City December 2, 2010, 5:33 PM
I would like to see Walmart replace the existing building which is currently not in compliance 
with current zoning.  A smaller building, upgraded parking, new landscaping would certainly 
add to the neighborhood.

Karen Matthews

P Anderson in Salt Lake City November 29, 2010, 4:03 PM
I favor the re-zone option.  This is an excellent place for a Walmart to replace K-mart.  We need 
a good big box retailer near our neighborhood with lower prices.

Steven Parkin in Salt Lake City November 24, 2010, 12:26 AM
I favor rezoning since the redesigned site solves key problems inherent with the old K-Mart site. 
 Namely, we get (1) a level parking lot with less risk of roll-away grocery carts, (2) storm water 
held on site, solving current drainage problem to city storm line, (3) more green-scape among 
parking area, (4) new store with modern design and materials, and (5) price competition with 
other nearby grocery stores.

I would love to see a new entrance facade similar to REI on 33rd; something with rough-hewn 
timbers, large iron works, and real stone.

In the off chance that Walmart vacates this new building someday, the next tenant will have a 
better building.

I suggest that we approve CS zoning then hold Walmart to our conditions by contract.

Thomas Kearl in Salt Lake City November 23, 2010, 11:58 PM
I am so tired of my only option being a terrible Shopco in Sugar House. I welcome a new 
walmart that has city imput to make it neighborhood friendly

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 23, 2010, 9:52 PM
If their proposed building is smaller than the existing building, why does Wal-Mart still want a 
rezone?  I also disagree with the officials who say our streets can handle an increase in traffic.
Our streets can't handle the current level of traffic. Foothill fails every day, so does 1300 East. 
We do NOT need more traffic on our streets. 

Ron Borg in Salt Lake City November 23, 2010, 3:36 PM
For goodness sakes, people, please stop the resistance to a nice Walmart coming to the Parley's 
Way location in SLC.  People I know and with whom I have discussed this matter simply cannot 
understand the city's resistance to Walmart's plans.  For one thing, the existing building and 
most of the parking lot were a K-Mart for many, many years, and the property also at one time 
supported a very large movie theater.  Where is the logic in changing the overall use of that 
property now?  There is plenty of parking, good roads service, and very, very few nearby 
residential buildings and homes.  A new Walmart should be a welcome addition to the SLC 
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shopping scene, especially in that quadrant where there aren't so many similar shopping choices. 
 Lots of parking, room for a few new restaurants and other services and stores, and even a Park 
and Ride lot through the courtesy of Walmart.  Protectionism against so-called Big Box retailers 
is unfair and stiffling to growth in the city.  By the way, I have absolutely no dog in the fight and 
rarely shop at Walmart.  I just don't like what the city is trying to accomplish here--or failing to 
accomplish, I should say.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 22, 2010, 6:10 AM
I have read all of the comments made here thus far. The comments 
in opposition to the re-zoning strike me as notably devoid of logic, 
reason and fairness and seem to be based instead on one or more 
of the following:

- An embarrassing degree of ignorance:

"A re-zoning would allow the store to locate there." 
Not true; it already is allowed to locate there. 

"A re-zoning would result in a larger building than what is there 
presently."
Not true; Walmart has specified a new building that is the same 
size, or smaller, than the existing building.

- Irrationality: 

"A re-zoning would result in an increase in traffic." 
How so?  Obviously there would be no difference in traffic to speak 
of between a Walmart with a re-zoning (i.e., in a new building) 
and a Walmart without a re-zoning (i.e., in the existing building.)

And regarding actual traffic: it's not football game-like traffic where 
everyone is arriving and departing AT THE SAME TIME, or a miles-long 
stream of cars as in the closing scene of "Field of Dreams."  My
observation of other Walmarts in the area is that while the parking lots
do contain many parked cars indeed, actual traffic leading to and from
these lots consists of a steady, low-grade trickle, in reality.  Typically, 
I find myself entering the parking lot off the street and exiting back onto 
the street in blissful solitude -- rarely is there a car right in front of me, 
hedging my way.  Never have I observed any sort of onslaught or mass 
exodus of traffic in or out of a Walmart.  The groans regarding traffic 
are unfounded.

- Professional jealousy:

"We don't need another store in the area. The surrounding, overpriced 
retail stores are sufficient to meet the needs of the community. And 
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those who insist upon shopping at Walmart anyway are perfectly free 
to drive to Timbuktu." Translation: "We don't want the competition. 
We don't want to have to give up our third vacation home, in Ketchum; 
we don't want to be forced to cut back on the outrageously exorbitant 
prices that we are accustomed to charging." 

- Supreme selfishness:

"I could care less about the needs or wants of the community at large. 
All I care about is what I want."

- Petty spitefulness:

"Though we have no legitimate or truly logical reason for opposing 
Walmart's re-zoning request, we MUST NOT LET THEM HAVE THEIR 
WAY!

"They're rich; they can afford to adapt to the existing zoning; 
and, we hate them; therefore, let us stick it to 'em!"

"We're going to be forced to lower our prices; we must punish 
them!"

- Contradictory arguments:

"The store will be much appreciated by the community, which 
will result in an increase in traffic!" 
(vis-a-vis)
"Walmart has erred in its market analysis; it will fail at this location." 

- False propaganda:

"All merchandise sold by Walmart is made in China." 
The Truth: Walmart sells virtually the same, famous-name brand stuff 
as everyone else -- including a great deal of merchandise made in the 
USA -- only at markedly lower prices, on the whole.)

"Walmart is guilty of human rights violations and crimes against humanity 
on the order of those committed by Turkish prisons, Third-World dictatorships, 
19th-Century slave owners and turn of the century sweat-shop operators; 
they treat their employees, their customers, and their vendors like garbage."

Yeah. That's why those vendors are clamoring for a Walmart account. 
It's because with Walmart, everyone wins, including the vendor. 

Regarding the employees, I don't see a bunch of oppressed slaves. I see 
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instead a group of cheerful people who seem glad to be there, glad to have 
a job and glad for the money that they too are able to save. 

As regards the customer: I, myself, truly, can think of nothing more malicious, 
more hostile, more downright pernicious, in the world of retail, than a retailer 
taking advantage of the average customer's ignorance and trust by marking 
up the price of an item by a factor of two or three or more, temporarily 
subtracting a tiny sliver of that exorbitant markup, and then telling the 
customer that he or she is getting some sort of deal, that this is some 
special "sale" price, that this is an extraordinary value, when in reality, 
that supposed "sale" price still is a rip-off and is higher, sometimes far 
higher, than Walmart's everyday low price. We see this type of chicanery 
on a REGULAR basis at the other stores.

- Hysterical speculation:

"If a re-zone is granted, an Empire State Building or an oil refinery will 
materialize there by and by which will completely consume the lot 
and skyline." 

- Class distinction over thriftiness:

"I don't care about saving money. I'd rather shop at expensive 
boutique stores and have only such stores in my community, 
since this makes me feel better about myself."

- Irrelevant red herrings:

"We must not grant Walmart its re-zoning request because the sacred 
'MASTER PLAN' saith 'no.'" 
The vaunted 'Master Plan,' conceived and drawn up by a small, exclusive 
cadre of community elites in the interest of their wishes only, irrespective 
of those of the community at large. The fact is, a re-zoning would have 
NO impact on the so-called "Master Plan," inasmuch as Walmart has every 
right, as things stand now, with the current zoning, to set up operations 
in the existing, 120,000 sq. ft. building. Thus, their TRUE motivations lay 
elsewhere, cloaked as they are by pretenses of concern for "Master plan," 
"playing by the rules," etc.

- Earth worship:

"We must revert to natural moonlight only. No electric lighting! 
No internal combustion engines! No retail stores! Only walking 
paths and bicycle trails! Back to nature!"

- Fantastical pipe dreams: 
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"I would rather have on this property a quaint little pedestrian mall 
comprising a small bunch of cute, little stores -- as long as I don't have 
to develop or pay for it!"

Let Walmart have its new building. It will be better, safer, more efficient, 
and more aesthetically pleasing, and will allow drainage and other 
improvements to be made to the lot. 

I welcome Walmart, for the money that it will save me that I will then 
be able to spend or use in other ways. 

Frankly I only hope that Walmart will go back to its original plan of a new, 
120,000 sq. ft. building (virtually the same size as the existing building) 
rather than a downsized building. Not only would the 120,000 sq. ft. 
building better serve the shopping needs and wants of the community, 
it still would be only a fraction of the size of the 9th East and Taylorsville 
Walmarts, which I understand are in excess of 208,000 sq. ft., each. 
Bring on wide inventory, outdoor gardening, and tire and lube!

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 19, 2010, 4:21 PM
Walmart brings a much-needed aspect of retail business to the East Bench. We have so little to 
choose from close to our neighborhood that we must travel to other areas of the city to shop. 
I've missed having K-Mart close by to offer hardware, electronics, sporting goods, toys, and 
home-improvement items. Glad to have the variety and depth available again.

Trish Townsend in Salt Lake City November 18, 2010, 4:49 PM
I do not want Wal-Mart in our neighborhood. However since that is not an option any longer I 
think Wal-Mart should have to abide by the existing zoning and building laws. Why do we feel 
we must cave to corporate America. Wal-Mart will build there regardless of the change or not. 

Deborah Cartwright in Salt Lake City November 17, 2010, 11:42 AM
I support the zoning change to facilitate the re-building of the property. The old K-Mart has 
been an eyesore for many years and the huge parking lot is a serious lack of green space. I favor 
a WalMart in our area as we currently have to drive a long way to reach any existing "big box" 
store. Whether they remodel or rebuild, I can't imagine that it will change the traffic volume. If 
people want to shop at WalMart, they will come either way. WalMart owns the property, so let's 
make it possible to make it as attractive, green, and up-to-code as possible. After reading the 
attached documents on this site, I feel this can only be accomplished through a zoning change.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 16, 2010, 3:34 PM
If the new zone is limited to the existing Kmart property, I see no harm in bringing Walmart into 
the area. We need to be more business friendly to get the economy moving again. What is there 
now is a real eyesore and useless.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 16, 2010, 1:15 PM
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I support the Masterplan proposed zoning change from CB to CS. I reference the 2008 Planning 
Commission Staff Report prepared by Nick Britton and its conclusion to send a Positive 
Recommendation forward to the Council.

Chris Orrock in Salt Lake City November 16, 2010, 10:09 AM
Dear Sir or Ms.,
 I am a longtime resident of the East Bench community Indian Hills, located east of Foothill 
Blvd. I am writing to encourage the City Council and Planning Commission to give due 
consideration to our community and both it’s living, aesthetic and property values in their 
decision on whether or not to accede to Wal-Mart’s request for new, unprecedented zoning 
changes for it’s planned Parley’s Way store. The value in any neighborhood lies not merely 
in it’s potential tax base, but in it’s livability and continuity. Granting re-zoning to Wal-Mart 
would adversely effect both of those assets. That does not stop the Wal-Mart corporation from 
routinely challenging zoning laws in almost every new box-store it builds, despite resident’s 
objections. It often reveals nothing less than corporate contempt for both the Council members 
and residents in those communities.
 The only sensible Planning Commission and City Council ruling would be a compromise 
between Wal-Mart’s standard tactic of challenging neighborhood and community zoning laws, 
and the citizens of those communities effected, in this case, the East Bench community. That 
compromise would take the form of denying Wal-Mart’s request for re-zoning, thus allowing 
them to build their store within the sensible confines of our existing zoning laws and without 
causing unnecessary damage to the livability or continuity of our East Bench community.
Sincerely,
Chris Orrock
SLC, Utah 

Kathy Adams in Salt Lake City November 16, 2010, 8:21 AM
I continue to be opposed to the rezoning of the Parley's property for the purposes of a larger 
Walmart. The traffic on the 215/80 exit onto Foothill is treacherous enough and will certainly 
increase at that poorly designed exit. It is bad enough with cars lined up to get onto Foothill, and 
with more cars trying to pull into the right lane to exit onto Parleys from 215/80 to get to 
Walmart it will certainly increase accidents and road rage. Don't make a bad traffic situation 
worse! I invite anyone to observe or participate in the nightmarish traffic at Foothill and 
Thunderbird any morning of the week before deciding to add to it.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 15, 2010, 3:24 PM
I support the Walmart rezoning effort.   I'd like to see them get on with whatever store they 
want to build so I can start shopping there.  Right now I have to drive either out to 9th east and 
48th south or to 13th south and 3rd west to shop at Walmart, it would save a lot of gas and 
trouble if it were more convenient.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 15, 2010, 10:23 AM
I am not a fan of Walmart however they own the property and there will be a Walmart there 
regardless of how many people object. The only question is remodled old building or new 
construction.  Like it or not we cannot stop it and there will be a Walmart there.  I really do not 
care however it seems that it will create traffic problems..  Ingress and Egress from this property 
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never was good and a Walmart will have many more shoppers than the old Kmart.  The traffic 
congestion around this area will be awful.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 14, 2010, 4:04 PM
So when will it stop? When all our jobs go to China and India...When all our stores and 
resturants are identicial across the country. It's truly a crisis when the only thing Americans care 
about are the dollars in their own pockets...but when we wake up it will probably be too late-
Take A Stand Say No to WalMart

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 13, 2010, 5:36 AM
the city should allow walmart to tear down the old kmart building. this building is unsafe 
according to today s building codes. to have such a large property abandoned is not only an eye 
sore to the area, but we need all the revenue and commercial traffic we can get. therefore, i am 
in favor of this proposal!

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 12, 2010, 1:28 PM
This discussion has been going on for quite a while now, and all we are doing is delaying the 
inevitable.  Personally, I am looking forward to having a Wal-Mart store closer to home.  The 
existing building is an eyesore, and continues to remain so as long as folks drag this out.  I'm 
ALL for a new, improved building and site.  The rezoning will enable improvements to the 
property that will benefit the community all around.  It amazes me that some who are most 
concerned about the neighborhood would prefer to have the old building than a new, smaller, 
more energy-efficient one.  How does that benefit the neighborhood?  Wal-Mart has sought to 
work with us and accomodate our requests.  They are a successful enterprise that gives back into 
the community.  Has anyone forgotten their generous contribution to our SugarHouse fireworks 
display this past summer?  Let's get over the discussion and move forward with this.

Marv Adamson in Salt Lake City November 10, 2010, 7:38 PM
I am a commercial real estate broker and live in the area above Foothill Drive due east of the 
Walmart site.  I believe the most important part of this battle has already been lost by allowing 
Walmart to develop the site at all.  I do not believe we need a Walmart superstore at every 
freeway exit in the Salt Lake Valley to meet the needs of their customers.  And I do not believe 
the immediate area is populated with shoppers who will buy the low-quality products that 
Walmart offers. I think Walmart has missed their market and their store will under-perform at 
this site, just like the K-Mart that preceded it.

The Walmart site would be much more appropriately used as a site for high density residential 
development.

 The impact on traffic along Parley's Way and Foothill Drive will be enormous.  Foothill, in 
particular, is extremely overcrowded all day and is critical at peak driving hours.  A huge 
Walmart will greatly burden those arterial roads.  Care should be taken by traffic planners to 
only allow access to the site northbound on Foothill Drive and westbound on Parley's Way.
Attempting to cross oncoming traffic on either of these access streets will result in extremely 
hazardous driving conditions.
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However, inasmuch as the city fathers have already cratered to Big Box Corporate America, it is 
my opinion that Walmart should use its considerable resources to build according to the terms 
and conditions of the existing zoning.  Walmart real estate executives knew the limitations on 
the site when they purchased it.  They should be bound by those terms and conditions.

When Walmart leaves this site vacant--and they ultimately will, as they have countless others in 
communities all across America--the successor users should be bound by the same Community 
Business zoning, unless the city fathers at that time have the wisdom to revisit this site and 
allow its' proper use, which will still be residential.

Marv Adamson
2315 Scenic Drive

David Januzelli in Salt Lake City November 10, 2010, 12:21 PM
No, to Wal-Mart = Yes, to better quality of life.

The CB zoning was established for a purpose...to prevent the neighborhood from turning into 
another traffic congested commercial big-box center.  If it truly is inevitable that WM will move 
in whether or not the land gets rezoned I suggest that they remodel the old K-Mart building...and 
keep it small.

Wal-Mart's purpose is to make money, period.  They are not in the business to increase the 
quality of life in neighborhoods.  Quality of life means less traffic (less pollution), walkable 
neighborhoods, small to medium sized businesses, lots of vegetation, low crime, etc.  Wal-Mart 
doesn't bring any of these virtues!

As for lower prices and saving a few dollars on your grocery bill...well, you get what you pay 
for: lower wages for workers, low quality food, low quality products all made in China, etc.

No, to Wal-Mart = Yes, to better quality of life.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 10, 2010, 8:13 AM
Yes to Walmart!  We need a store in this area.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 9, 2010, 2:20 PM
Who has ever seen a pretty Walmart?  They all look alike.  They can make the building 
sustainable with a remodel, but they choose not to.  Look at the Regency Theater next door, 
remodeled into a attractive office building, or Architectural Nexus at 2505 Parley's Way 
remodeled from an ugly gym into a fabulous LEED platinum office, or Circuit City being 
remodeled into a new DI.  What's the matter with Walmart?  They say they can't afford LEED, 
and are only offering to improve the site because city ordinances require them to do so.  They 
aren't spending an extra dime that isn't required.  They are a lousy neighbor.

If the park n ride becomes inconvenient they'll tow cars away.  If people camp in their parking 
lot the city police will have to deal with it.  If their store causes traffic problems the city and 
state will pay to fix them.  If the neighbors are kept up at night with deliveries and backup 
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beepers, they can buy earplugs at Walmart.

The residential neighborhood preceeded Kmart.  There was no public input.  The deal was done 
behind closed doors and no one knew what was coming until they started digging up the vacant 
lot.

Walmart can't even get their trucks in and out of the property without crossing other property.
They'll turn left into an unsignalized arterial.  This property is not suitable for the Community 
Shopping zone.

Leave the zoning alone and let Walmart do their thing within the current zoning.  They could do 
it well if they wanted to.

Lori Tavey in Salt Lake City November 8, 2010, 10:06 AM
I support the rezoning of the old K-Mart property so Walmart can build a newer property that is 
well landscaped and helps with drainage.  Not all of us have the income to shop in the boutique 
stores suggested by some and many small stores in this area already struggle to survive.
Walmart will not be competition for them.

We need the old K-Mart building demolished and the area renewed.
Lori Tavey

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 7, 2010, 9:02 AM
No to Wal-Mart.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 6, 2010, 4:08 PM
We definately do need Walmart to build a pleasing looking building in place of the old K-Mart 
building.  We need Walmart to come to Parleys area so we don't have to drive out to 45th south 
and 9th east or downtown to 13th south and 3rd west. It is hard for me to understand how some 
people are not interested in saving money on their grocery bills.  We are definately in favor of 
rezoning the K-Mart area so that a nice new building can be constructed in it's place.

 Rasmussen in Salt Lake City November 6, 2010, 4:02 PM
I am all for Walmart's proposal to rezone the property on Parley's Way. I love shopping at 
Walmart and they would do a nice job with that location which has always been an eyesore and 
bring it new life.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 6, 2010, 12:49 PM
I am amazed that some think that they can stop the Wal-Mart from being built.  They will have a 
Wal-Mart store there no matter what the oppostion might be.  The only question is will it be a 
new store with better lighting, landscaping and drainage or a partially remodelled old store 
without the mitigations required by the new zoning

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 5, 2010, 2:44 PM
I oppose the rezone and do not support Walmart moving into this location.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City
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November 4, 2010, 10:42 PM
If this allows them to build a larger store do not allow this change.  There is no safe egress to 
that facility as is and another traffic light will within a block of an existing traffic signal or exit 
from the freeway will cause total gridlock on foothill.

Marianne Wander in Salt Lake City November 2, 2010, 5:21 PM
I am opposed to the re-zoning that will allow a big-box into this fabulous neighborhood.

Please follow the master plan which calls for pedestrian and bike friendly neighborhood 
shopping. The big box that Wal-mart is proposing does not fit the scale and qualities of this 
neighborhood.  It will do harm.

Also, beware of greenwashing.  Wal-mart may propose LEED design and sustainable features as 
they try to sell this project.  But true sustainability is not created from picking and choosing 
from a check list in order to sell a product.  True sustainability is holistic, and this includes 
respecting and enhancing the quality of life for the people living in this neighborhood.

Tom Condit in Salt Lake City November 2, 2010, 2:04 PM
Walmart's design makes the project much more attractive to the community than the project 
they will build with the existing zoning.  I happen to like shopping at Walmart, but whether 
others here like or dislike Walmart, to me the only issue is the best design and land use we can 
get, and this clearly is better.

cecilia uriburu in Salt Lake City November 2, 2010, 1:27 PM
As both a neighbor to the north of the parcel and as an Architect I oppose the re-zone of the 
parleys lot to CS community shopping. I do my part by xeriscaping, recycling and composting 
my waste, replacing my windows for better energy use, adding insulation to my walls and 
roof...On my own money, off course...why would the city re-zone to Community shopping this 
parcel, which means an energy hog in the neighborhood? BIGGER IS NOT BETTER!...The 
master plan  and Mayor Becker envision a greener, walkable, bike friendly city. We are citizens 
who vote and elect officials with such vision. We have the right to oppose the increase of traffic, 
the unlimited size building, 24 hours of artificial light polluting the night sky, but most 
importantly to deffend what we elected to begin with...do your part and oppose this re-zone. It is 
what we  need to do for a better built future. Be a leader for your community and vote NO to the 
rezone.
Cecilia Uriburu, AIA (Architect)

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City November 1, 2010, 2:32 PM
I don't want this to be a WalMart. I will not shop there; I shop at neighborhood stores. We don't 
need any more big stores in this area. I like the idea of this area being condos or something 
residential. I'm tired of it being an empty cement lot.

I realize that WalMart owns this property. If they are going to have a WalMart there, I want 
them to landscape the area and make it beautiful so it isn't an eyesore.

bob moore in Salt Lake City October 31, 2010, 10:56 AM
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I think Wal-Mart is trying hard to put a development on this property that will be pleasing to the 
community.  They have certainly spent the time to try to find all the needs and concerns of the 
neighbors and community so they can address them.

I think they are motivated to put something on the site that will be good for business and good 
for the community.

I am in favor of them building the new store they want to build vs forcing them to remodel an 
old building that in the end will not be what the community wants nor what Wal-mart wants

Bob Moore

Phil Mattingly in Salt Lake City October 30, 2010, 12:36 AM
There is something that perhaps the people who comment here do not understand.  Walmart 
owns this property and has the legal right to remodel the current building and put a Walmart in 
that existing building.  Indeed, they applied for and received a building permit to do this and the 
permit is active.  Walmart could start the remodel tomorrow if they chose.

What Walmart wants to do to improve the property is to tear down the existing building and 
build a newer, smaller (92,000 sq ft instead of the current 123,000 sq ft) more energy efficient, 
greener, improve the traffic flow, solve the existing storm water runoff problem (instead of the 
storm water running off the parking area and out onto the street in a river they will create a 
holding pond to catch the water, which they don't have to do if they remodel the old bldg), 
modern landscaping with better parking, better lighting in the parking area, etc.  In order to build 
a smaller more modern bldg they need to have the zoning returned back to where it was before it 
was changed to what it is now.

What the public needs to clearly understand is that Walmart is going to put a store in that 
location with a zoning change or without a zoning change.

If the city refuses to change the zoning, it does not mean that Walmart will go somewhere else 
and the small vocal minority who do like Walmart win.  Walmart will simple use the remodel 
permit it currently holds and remodel the old KMart bldg there as they have a legal right to do.

So, do you want a shiny new more modern building that is more green, more valuable which 
means more taxes for the city, more customer friendly or to remodel what is there now?

To me the benefits to the community by making the zoning change and receive a newer more 
modern building far outweigh any negatives.

The tired old talking points based on half truths, ignorance and manipulated propaganda put out 
by unions unsuccesful in unionizing Walmart that are used to bash Walmart are not the issue 
here and will not make Walmart go to some other location.

So let's "Rollback" the zoning and let Walmart put up a building that will compliment the 
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neighborhood and provide closer shopping for us that live in area. 

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 29, 2010, 7:33 PM
We should all consider whether to support a company that prays on the poor.  Do a little Google 
search on Banco de Wal-Mart, its deceptive activities, and the 60%+ interest rates it charges 
those least able to pay.  You'll see that Walmart is not just a big box; it's a big UGLY box.

We don't need another Walmart.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 29, 2010, 4:25 PM
I think the CB Community Business designation will suit this area well instead of CB 
Community Shopping. The residents of this area already have easy access to Community 
shopping along 300 W between 1300 S and 2100 S, where they can shop at Walmart, Costco, 
Sam's Club and Target starting next month. Those shops are conveniently located, just 5 
minutes away on the freeway. Please do not approve the proposal

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 29, 2010, 1:18 PM
We need a Walmart there badly. I will pay 15-20% less on my grocery bill. The development 
will be a great addition to the community! 

I hope to see a new Walmart store there next year! Bring it! 

Amy Oglesby in Salt Lake City October 29, 2010, 12:21 PM
I welcome this addition. It will be great to restore some vibrancy to this area.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 29, 2010, 11:21 AM
For those who don't think a "big box" store should go on that lot - there is already one there.  So 
it doesn't seem unreasonable to replace one big dilapidated box with a slightly smaller pretty 
box.

That being said, some thoughts about Walmart-
-Walmart Associates make less than comparable retail employees.
-Walmart’s entry into an area depresses wages and displaces better-paying retail jobs, forcing 
small local businesses to close.
-Walmart has left vacant, abandoned stores throughout the country.
-The largest class action lawsuit in the history of the world alleges that Walmart discriminated 
against women by systematically denying them promotions and paying them less than men.

Is that what we want for our community?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Criticism_of_Wal-Mart

-----
Walmart faces an interesting marketing challenge with this project.
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If you are one of the largest, and most controversial businesses in the world, how do you get the 
people of a community to support your plans without making them feel manipulated?

Recently I've received two email messages from Cody Bannon thanking me for my support of 
the re-zoning.  These messages are from "walmartonparleys.com".  They look like they come 
from some grass-roots support group - not flashy, a cartoonish font for the signature, definately 
no Walmart logo.
But who owns "walmartonparleys.com"?  The registration for that is private.

And who is Cody Bannon?  I'm a nobody, but I show up in a Google Search in Salt Lake City.
And Cody? Nothing in Google.

So I surmise that Cody is not from our community, that he works for Walmart's marketing 
department, that Walmart owns "walmartonparleys.com" and that Cody's phone number is a 
local Google Voice account that forwards to his actual phone.

Cody, the only thing worse than an email from Walmart headquarters is an email pretending not 
to be from Walmart headquarters.

Glenn Fassmann in Salt Lake City October 28, 2010, 11:33 PM
I have lived in this neighborhood for a few decades and I would welcome a store on Parley's 
Way which actually has useful merchandise.  I stopped going to K-mart years ago because I left 
there empty handed so many times and I had to drive to 3300 South or further to get the goods I 
needed.  A Walmart would be environmentally friendly by reducing the miles we need to drive 
for general merchandise.  A Lowe's would actually be my choice for the location, but who am I 
to choose.

A Walmart would not harm the smaller shops in the area.  These shops already compete with 
Walmart and all the big box stores and the smaller stores have niches which have been tried and 
proven over time.  Everyone in the neighborhood already frequents Costco, Walmart, Sams 
Club, Win Co Foods and other big box stores regularly.  I don't believe people will frequent the 
smaller local stores less, in fact, I believe the new Harmons on 1300 South and 1700 East will 
harm the Dan's and Fresh Market grocery stores more than a Walmart on Parley's Way.  The 
Shopko in Sugarhouse and the Right Aide (both also being national chains) may be the most 
affected, but I am not fond of either store and I would like the alternative.

I keep hearing that we need small boutique shops at the Parley's Way location, but many 
“boutique” stores at Foothill and Sugarhouse already have a hard time surviving in the area.
A developer would surely have taken the risk for this kind of development if it were a viable 
option, but it is not.  I like to see those who are crying out for this option to put their money on 
the line to make this sort of development work there.  Free enterprise and open markets regulate 
what commercial development survives.

The other option for the area would be apartments and a smaller commercial area, but that 
would bring even more dreaded congestion to the area than a store.  I am not a resident directly 
adjacent to the area, but if I were, I'd rather have the big box store than high density housing.

23 of 30

www.PeakDemocracy.com/546
 Public comments as of February 1, 2011, 12:27 PM from all participants.

Walmart Proposed Zoning and Masterplan Amendment
Please comment on Walmart’s proposal to rezone the property located at 2705 E. Parley’s 
Way from CB Community Business to CS Community Shopping.

All Statements



Store patrons go home at night, but residents do not.

Many people already drive up Parley's Way to shop at 3300 South and if they stop at a Walmart 
on Parley's Way instead of continuing to 3300 South to shop, these people won't add 
congestion.  There will be more cars, but any development will bring more cars including green 
space.  Could you imagine all the traffic from families driving to and from soccer games and 
football practice?

Let's allow Walmart to remove a blight in the area and replace it with an aesthetically pleasing 
useful store location.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 28, 2010, 10:08 PM
Allow Wal-Mart to re-zone the old K-Mart property.  Wal-Mart's newer stores are much nicer 
than their older prototype.  I am ready to pay less for groceries than Dan's and Fresh Market and 
get rid of the K-Mart box eyesore.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 26, 2010, 8:49 PM
Walmart will bring a whole new level of competitive pricing to the East Side. Frankly, I'm tired 
of the lame Dan's and Smiths which dominate the East Side and charge outrageous prices. 
Letting WM in will clean up the endless parade of high prices, hot deals, join our club and get 
rebates, we match prices, get a free turkey, blah, blah, blah with sharp pricing, low pharmacy 
rates and lot's of product availability. 

bruce beck in Salt Lake City October 24, 2010, 2:18 PM
I support their rezoning request and further more I support letting them build the newest most up 
to date store possible that includes groceries and an auto service area.Why do they have to be 
crippled by the Walmart haters who want no store or a substandard one?I appreciate Walmart 
but I know they have their problems just like any other retailer.In a free enterprise system they 
derseve the same right as anyone else to participate in the marketplace.I shop at many other 
Walmart competitors who out perform them in their own specialties.For instance the Sunflower 
Market,Rheams,and Super Saver beats the pants off Walmart with their produce prices.If some 
other small local business can't compete too bad.Maybe they should find some niche where than 
can compete.Bruce Beck

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 24, 2010, 1:39 PM
A few vocal, but self-serving residents continue to oppose Wal-Mart’s request to rezone its 
Parley’s Way property.  Holding out ‘for the next forty years if necessary,’ for their vision 
of a Foothill Village-like, ‘walkable’ development, unsuitable and unrealistic along a major 
thoroughfare into the City, they are waiting for Wal-Mart to leave no matter how long it 
takes—comparable to a child’s equally ridiculous threat to hold his breath until he gets his 
way!

Meanwhile, the community is deprived of Wal-Mart’s ability to fix drainage and water 
detention problems associated with the property, since, even if the retailer decided to move 
forward with such repairs, they could discover, after tearing up much of the parking lot, such 
repairs necessitate getting under the existing building, which they could not do.   Thus both the 
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efforts and expenses incurred would be for naught.  No savvy business, including Wal-Mart, 
would make such a decision under those circumstances.

Conversely, should Wal-Mart be given approval to rezone the property:
• The forty year old existing K-Mart building would be torn down to be replaced by a smaller 
(92,000 versus 120,000 square feet) more sustainable and more aesthetically pleasing 
building.
•  Water detention and drainage systems necessary to prevent flooding into the apartment 
property to the north and Parley’s  Way to the south would be implemented.
• The current endless expanse of parking would  be mitigated with more landscaping and 
walkways.
• A street presence, as requested by the community, would be fulfilled with Wal-Mart’s 
dedication of one acre of the property close to Parley’s Way, to be determined by the 
community, such as a park and ride, restaurant, or other desired use. 
• More community and City input since a rezoning would result in a development plan 
necessitating such input.

I urge the City to look beyond the selfish desires of a vocal minority who hold up the banner of 
a Masterplan in which only an elite few participated, resulting in the zoning that now blocks 
what is in the best interests of the community as a whole, and approve Wal-Mart’s rezoning 
and Masterplan amendment request.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 23, 2010, 1:36 PM
Say No to Walmart's request for rezoning. Respect the decades of effort that have gone into 
creating the Master Plan and putting in place the current zoning designation. Do not set a 
precedent that will lead to others wanting their properties (spot) up-zoned.

Reduce the lanes and allow parking, install bicycle lanes and cross-walks with lights, and make 
Parley's Way a safe and appealing entrance to Salt Lake City, as is being done on 1300 East. 
Encourage walkable and low traffic generating uses on this parcel, consistent with the 
neighborhood's needs.

Protect all of the City's property owners. Require Walmart to do what is permitted in the 
property's current zoning designation, as other property owners are in theirs. Do not take value 
from the other neighbors' properties, please respect the rights of all property owners.

We live within walking distance of this property and support the efforts of KeepOurZoning.org

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 22, 2010, 7:58 PM
As I read the amendment I noted that the current K-mart building was approved and built at 
103,227 sq. ft. and the proposed Walmart building is 91,750 sq. ft. isn't that a smaller "big box" 
than what was there or am I missing something. Some of the comments suggest otherwise. Some 
have suggested it would put some of the local stores out of business. What put k-mart out of 
business or Market Fresh replacing Albertson's for example? If a like business cannot compete 
isn't that how the free enterprise system works. If people buy from another competitor it is 
usually because they can get more for their money or a better product. At least that is my 
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opinion. Are there any other viable alternative proposals out there? Let's hear about them if 
there.

Alice Marsh in Salt Lake City October 22, 2010, 7:28 PM
From what I know about the Walmart Corp.  it doesn't stop until it gets what it wants.  We know 
there is little chance of changing the option of building there. I do think, however, that we 
should not agree to rezoning the property.  For those of us who are not in favor of a Walmart 
store--we can remember not to patronize it when it is built.

Burton Brown in Salt Lake City October 22, 2010, 3:37 PM
I support a WalMart, and rezoning within reason.
Most of the complaints are simply because its WalMart...if it was Target, or Costco, or 
Kohl's...most of the nay sayers would not be complaining.  WalMart will bring jobs, and sales 
tax revenue.  Bring it!
Bring it now!

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 22, 2010, 2:35 PM
I'd like a Walmart there and think the area should be rezoned if that is what is necessary in order 
to make that happen.

Emina Alibegovic in Salt Lake City October 22, 2010, 1:30 PM
I oppose rezoning. Foothill Village is only a mile away. There is no reason for another shopping 
center or a huge store in that area. What we do not have enough of are neighborhood bakeries, 
gathering places, community centers, places for youth to engage in meaningful activities with 
each other - art, sports, education. Let's work on knowing each other and communicating 
instead of driving to big box store buying things we do not need so we can fill landfills with 
things we discard because we wanted newer and "better". 

John Wilkes in Salt Lake City October 22, 2010, 1:14 PM
"Big Box" stores are putting local businesses into crisis. Take the money you have used to court 
them, and help local businesses instead.

John Millsaps in Salt Lake City October 22, 2010, 1:03 PM
While I dislike the empty store sitting there, I strongly dislike letting Wal-Mart build a larger 
store on the site. Wal-Mart has been utilizing smaller stores in other cities, such as New York 
City and in smaller communities that can't support the Mega-stores.  That would be more 
acceptable than the massive box store that they want to put there.

I have to agree with other posters that the Big Box store would have a very negative impact on 
the traffic flows on both Foothill Blvd, because another traffic light would be installs and on 
Parleys Way.  Plus the upgrades necessary to sewer/water lines will mean that the roads are torn 
up, yet again.  If that is necessary, Wal-Mart should bear the cost, along with all other impact 
costs.

My ideal would be for the city to purchase the land and turn it into a transit hub with a Trax line 
running from the U south along the foothills, into the county but I don't see that happening and 
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thus by the time it becomes necessary to do something like that, the costs will be much 
greater.

I am a firm believer that when it comes to something like this, it is better to err on the side of 
caution and on the side of the neighborhood, than to go big.

Please don't approve the zoning change or you will destroy the neighborhood.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 22, 2010, 11:58 AM
I've lived in the area for more than 30 years. The abandoned building is a huge eye-sore. How 
about selling the property to someone who will build upscale condos with valley views, put in 
green space, and maintain our lovely neighborhood?

If that's not an option - a little, baby Wal-mart is a much better idea than a big, vacant box.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 22, 2010, 11:40 AM
There is such a thing in the Walmart arsenal as a neighborhood center, a smaller, more compact 
store that fits into existing neighborhoods better. They have options that would work for this 
site, they are just too greedy to accept this. 

This application is no more than a ploy by the Walmart brass to get a bigger store and a larger 
share of the local market.  They will make wild statements of their complete inability to comply 
with existing regulations and blow more smoke than any other big box chain(with the exception 
of Home Depot). They will tell you that they can't financialy make it if they don't get their way 
(give me a break they are one of the most financially successful companies because they are 
able to get nearly everyone to give them better terms than they otherwise would have 
received).

Walmart Brass will threaten to throw a tantrum and stomp their feet and threaten to oust you 
from their group of "friends" if you don't give them what they want.

If this does not work then they will send in their corporate bullies (Attorneys)and file lawsuit 
after lawsuit to wear you down, until you give in to their demands.

End result is that they know that there is a market for their products in that area. They will locate 
there in the end even if their are denied the zone change, They like money and never pass up a 
chance to get more, even if it is less that then initially desired. They also know that zoning 
controls how much of the market share they are allowed. They basically would love it if our 
elected leaders would give them the keys to the city.  I urge our leaders to resist and stand up for 
the zoning and land use decisions that have already been made for that piece of ground and that 
location.

If Walmart is unwilling to work within the CURRENTLY EXISTING zoning designation for 
the property then their request should be denied.  We do not win anything if we give into their 
bullying and change the zoning designation to match their demands in any way. 
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Maggie Shaw in Salt Lake City October 22, 2010, 10:19 AM
I am opposed to the zoning change. The residents of that area
do not want it. That should be a compelling enough reason to prevent the change. That 
neighborhood is not appropriate for a mega store. Keep the present zoning. No change.

Wilf Lieber in Salt Lake City October 22, 2010, 3:50 AM
A new Walmart store would be a great replacement for the existing site.

I like to use small local shops, but I do not subscribe to the idea of punishing or denying a big 
company the right to build just because they are big, or we arrogantly don't want to shop 
there.

Lastly,  the tax benefit to SLC would be helpful.  Keep shopping in the city.

Suzanne Stensaas in Salt Lake City October 21, 2010, 11:05 AM

Attention Planning Commission and City Council Re: Rezone of 2705 Parley’s Way from 
Community Business to Community Shopping.

I have lived one block from Parley’s Way since 1968.  When KMart opened it was an eyesore 
and it still is, but adding 6% more vegetation is not going to change it.  I don’t understand why 
the issue is again coming up when the citizens and planners have clearly indicated it is not in the 
neighborhood’s interest or master plan. One can only think that it is economic and political 
pressure from Walmart. 

Never, never do you discuss what it is going to cost, if rezoned, to handle the additional traffic, 
the cost of traffic lights, the additional delays on already congested Foothill, the lack of an east 
bench plan for Foothill Drive. The lack of adequate rapid transit along this corridor, the lack of 
bike paths or the additional traffic on Stringham Avenue and Parley’s Way.  These are costs to 
the taxpayers who so resent paying taxes.  If we pay more taxes let it be for education and open 
space. We cannot stop Walmart having a store with a similar footprint, but we can support 
enforcing the master plan, which is good and needed. Many other acceptable uses can be made 
of this property and I am sure Walmart could sell this property if the rezone is not approved and 
they are unwilling to downsize their plans.

We have shopping services at Olympus Hills, Sugar House, and 3300 South, Foothill Village 
and along Foothill Blvd.  Another Walmart is only about 5 miles away long with other big box 
stores: Target, Costco, and Lowes etc. on 3rd West.  Lets keep our small stores and merchants in 
business.  We have all the convenience we need right now without a Super Store.  We want to 
keep neighborhoods and small businesses intact, they can supply our needs, keep people 
employed and contribute to the community in many ways.  These businesses need our support 
and are the heart of employment and income in the USA. I think a bigger store would make it 
even more difficult for them.

Please, NO REZONE and please deal with the traffic and transit issue along the East Bench, 
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instead of revisiting this issue again and again.

Richard Kanner in Salt Lake City October 21, 2010, 9:15 AM
There are areas in Salt Lake that have been designated for the 'big box' stores such as Walmart, 
Costco, Home Depot, etc. Third West is an example of this. The old K-Mart property is in a 
residential neighborhood and a big box store there would be inappropriate. It would increase 
traffic on Parley's Way, Foothill Blvd. and I-215 and, at certain times these are already beyond 
their capacity. Smaller locally owned stores in the area would suffer and probably would 
disappear. The property is better suited to high density housing combined with public 
transportation along Foothill going to the University and downtown. Also, light rail from this 
site to Third West would give the neighborhood easy non-driving access to the 'big box' stores.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 21, 2010, 8:24 AM
NO MORE WALMARTs. Anything but a Wal-Mart that sells the crappiest crap out there. I 
thought walmart's model was to serve under-served areas? Go urban, Go rural, but stay out my 
backyard.  Please do not approve such a disgrace.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 20, 2010, 8:27 PM
Walmart? Really. I frequent the Fresh Market west on 21st and would be disgusted if a proposed 
Walmart sapped this store of its business and jobs. There are other stores and shops north along 
Foothill that would likely suffer as a result of Walmart's presence. The Walmart argument of 
convenience for all shopping in one place is tired. The negative impact of Walmart's presence in 
many communities is well documented and for SLC to ignore this evidence would be 
frustrating.
How about some more greenspace? This block could easily be converted to greenspace and 
connected with Parleys Way Greenbelt and Parleys Park via the recently completed trail 
network. This area could use some public sports fields - soccer fields, softball diamonds, and 
play areas. I'm sure they'd see as much usage as the soccer and sports fields proposed for the 
former riparian area along the Jordan River in North Salt Lake.

Susan Passino in Salt Lake City October 20, 2010, 7:58 PM
I'm in agreement with those who see the current condition of that area as not acceptable and I'm 
tired of going to Taylorsville or the Westside to shop at those Walmarts.  But it's not just a 
matter on convenience, I'm never clear about changing things up when there really wasn't a 
problem in having a business there to begin with.  It's a great location and it could benefit the 
neighborhood and not be a blight.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City October 20, 2010, 6:50 PM
I am in favor of the rezoning.  Regardless of how one feels about Walmart, it is inevitable that 
Walmart is going in at that location and I would rather have it in a nicer, new building than the 
old, dilapidated one that is there currently. A new building will better accommodate the store 
and will be more aesthetically pleasing for those that live near it.

Semi-anonymous in Salt Lake City
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October 20, 2010, 6:14 PM
Having lived in the Parley's way area for a few decades I have always noticed the K-Mart 
building as an under-serviced, neglected blight on the area.  One thing I notice about Walmart 
stores is that at least they maintain and take care of their grounds.  I thoroughly support their 
zoning petition.  I currently frequent other Walmarts in the valley and it will be nice to not have 
to drive so far away to get to one in the future.

Terry Marasco in Salt Lake City October 20, 2010, 5:21 PM
The worst effect on small business is Wal Mart. You do not need to open this door which sets a 
bad precedent.

Ross Chambless in Salt Lake City October 20, 2010, 5:09 PM
I think the neighborhood is tired of seeing a big abandoned K-Mart store in this proposed space. 
But I am also reluctant to have Walmart, or any other large mega-corporation, inhabit the space.
It would be much better if there was a local, Utah-based service business that could get 
established there.  Still, whoever makes use of the existing space should do everything possible 
to prioritize pedestrians or bicyclists over vehicles, and maintain lots of native vegetation. The 
only thing worse than mega-stores are unsightly mega-parking lots.

Curtis Haring in Salt Lake City October 20, 2010, 4:48 PM
Although the idea of another big box store is not the most appealing, the thought of a giant 
vacant store is even worse. Perhaps, as a condition of moving in, Wal-Mart has to guarantee that 
parking lot space not in use more than 75% of the time after three years could be put up for sale 
and be zoned for smaller retail and/or multi-family dwellings.

Pax Rasmussen in Salt Lake City October 20, 2010, 12:18 PM
I strongly oppose this proposal. We have enough bloody Walmarts and chain stores.
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E.2 – Walmart Support Cards




























































































































































